August 8th, 2000

Suite 1118

Harbour Plaza Resort City

Serviced Suite Tower

12 Tin Yan Road

Tin Shui Wai

Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2121 6182

High Gavin

Thought I would repeat the address and phone number in case you need them. I am finally settled down in the new suite. It is like a hotel room, but larger. It is one large room made up of a bedroom, a lounge, a kitchenette and a bathroom/toilet. Fully serviced with electricity, water, refrigerator, microwave oven, TV, linen, air conditioning/heating etc and includes cleaning three times a week. The diagram below will give you some idea of what it looks like. The sofa is also a fold-out bed that can be used for guest(s). So if you are here sometime, this is where you would sleep.
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Everything was packed and ready for moving which took place on Sunday, July 30th, 2 days before actually checking in. The movers’ truck arrived at 8 am and it took only 30 minutes to load everything. Then off to Tin Shui Wai. Do you know where this is? It is in the northern New Territories near Yuen Long. Takes about 40 minutes on the motorway. 

On arrival, got the key and spent the rest of the day unpacking. There seemed to be a lot of stuff but it all managed to ‘disappear’. On a previous visit, I had measured the sizes of the wardrobe and cupboards and had worked it out pretty accurately. Also included storing things under the bed. It was hot work unpacking as the air conditioner was not working properly (at all!). The movers had also accidentally brought a large flat ceiling light from the flat (detached and quite separate from the stuff they were asked to move so I don’t know why they included it). So I had to carry it all the way back by public transport – no truck this time. Quite heavy and as I was walking back to the flat from the CU station, I hit it against a kerb and broke it!

Monday was the last day at the office. Worked in the morning and then had the last swim at the CU pool at midday. In the afternoon wrote a farewell e-mail to all the staff, deleted everything from my computer and then said goodbye to those who were there (many were on holiday). 

The last night in the flat was more or less normal. The carpets, bedding and air-conditioner were still there. On Tuesday morning, I threw out the carpets and bedding. Had a final check by moving beds, furniture and still found a few little things behind some of them. Later in the morning, a man came to remove all 5 air-conditioners. I was going to leave quite early and walk to the station but there was very heavy rain. Finally got away at 11.30 am carrying hand luggage which turned out heavier than I thought. So arrived at the station all sweaty. Knew this would happen so wore an old T-shirt which I threw away and put on another one. Then by train and bus to Tin Shui Wai. 

After checking in, wired up the computer and the stereo set. Took quite a while. Thought I could use the Internet immediately but found that the telephone connection cannot be used here and that I had to apply for a separate connection which may take up to 2 weeks before it is made! A bit of a nuisance as a lot of my communication nowadays is with e-mail. The air-conditioner was still not fixed so had engineers up twice before they managed to fix it properly. In the early evening I went to a large supermarket downstairs in a shopping mall (much, much better than the puny supermarket, by the same company, at CUHK). Came back and cooked dinner. The cooker is electric so this will take some adjusting to as it warms up slower than a gas cooker and takes longer to cool down. Also, the cooker has only has 2 hot plates. As I usually have more than 2 pots to heat, this will need some juggling. But not too bad.

The next morning, I slept in a little. Had my normal breakfast of porridge and fruit. Started work at 9.30 am and spent the whole day writing on Book 2 of the Singapore series. At midday, I went for my first swim at the hotel pool. (The serviced suite tower is one of twin buildings, the other being a normal hotel owned by the same company. Guests in the serviced suites are allowed to use the pool and fitness centre for free.) The pool is not a regular pool but is a recreational pool with an irregular shape. Swam the longest line but difficult to keep direction as there are no black lines on the bottom. Measured the distance of my ‘lane’ with my feet so I can calculate quite accurately how far I am swimming. 

I spent the next 1½ days taking everything out of the cupboards and reorganising it in a logical way. As things are packed closely together, I wrote down the location of all the categories of books so that finding a book will be easier. On the Wednesday, went over to the gym at midday. Instead of the ‘multi-gym’ I used at CU with various exercise apparatus around a single square frame, there are lots of ‘posh’ individual sets of apparatus. Did the exercises that corresponded to the exercises I did on the multigym. The gym also has a small circular running track which is good for warming up. Good showers and changing facilities. I spoke to the manager, a young Australian guy, who said that as the centre is still quite new, they are struggling to get full-paying members. Only have 87 at the moment. Tin Shui Wai, which is a suburban housing area, will not make his job any easier, particularly as many of the housing estates have there own clubs and gyms. 

August 4th (Friday) was Leonie’s 21st birthday. I was not able to contact her because of not having an internet connection. This day was also the 100th birthday of the Queen mother. Saw a bit of this on TV. Still light rain. Have had overcast, wettish weather ever since I arrived. Second swim at midday. Again did about 1200 metres. 

On Saturday morning, I watched the live broadcast of the All Blacks – Wallabies rugby test at the new Wellington stadium. Australia won 24-23 from a penalty after about 4 minutes of extra time. Perhaps makes up for the test at Sydney two weeks ago (held at the new Olympic stadium in from of a world record Rugby crowd of about 110 000) when the All Blacks won 35-32 following a Lomu try 2 minutes into extra time. Managed to have a good rest today – the first for a long time. 

As well as my moving, other things have still been happening in the world. On Wednesday, there was a fire bombing at the Immigration Department’s main offices. Some disgruntled right-of-abode seekers who had had their applications turned down ignited bottles of paint thinner in the offices causing a big fire. Many people badly burnt and now in hospital, including some of those who started the fire. No-one has died though some are still on the critical list. There has been another explosion in China of gunpowder used to make fireworks. This one, the third in as many months, demolished a five-storey building killing a number of people. Forest fires are still raging across the western United States. The worst fires in 50 years. Fire-fighters brought in from Canada with requests made for help from Australia who have experience fighting similar sorts of fires. Some US Marines also brought in to help. An inquiry opens today at the University of Hong Kong to look into the allegation that the government exerted pressure on pollsters through the Vice Chancellor to get them to stop or change their polls on the Chief Executives popularity (His popularity at the moment is very low!). 

That’s about it for now.

Cheers

Dad

(PTO)

PS: The morning I left the CU flat, I got a phone call from a guy asking for you. His name is Lego. Do you remember him? He says that you and he did skateboarding together some years ago. He was going through his address list and called you. Told him what you are doing and where you are. His address is:

Shum Lok Man, Lego

G/F, 193 Tin Liu Tsuen

Yuen Long

N.T.

Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 244 7527 (?? Can’t be correct – should have 8 digits)

I guess he lives not far from me.
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